Minutes

Nellie McClung Public School 
School Council Minutes 
Nellie McClung Public School Library
October 19, 2016

6:30 PM
Attendees
	Council Voting Members
	Present
(Y/N)?
	Council Voting Members
	Present
(Y/N)?

	Melanie Saltzman. (Chair)
	Y
	Maria B. (Member)
	Y

	Keith Isaac (Treasurer)
	Y
	Zvi V. (Member)
	Y

	Stacey Reznick-Schipper (Co-Secretary)
	Y
	Hilda S. (Member)
	Y

	Avery Zeidman (Co-Secretary)
	Y
	Julia S. (Member)
	Y

	Shelley V (Member)
	Y
	Lynne A.(Member)
	Y

	Gianoula K. (Member)
	Y
	Maria S. (Member)
	Y

	Silvia S (Member)
	Y
	Jennifer B. (Member)
	Y

	Jody B. (Member)
	Y
	Katerina (Member)
	N

	Rebecca (Member)
	N
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Council Non-Voting Members:

	Pamela McInnis (NMPS Principal)
	Y
	Julia Waiser (NMPS Vice Principal)
	Y

	Lourdes Haist (Teacher Rep)
	Y
	
	

	Gayle Grossman-Bly (FDK-Teacher Rep)
	Y
	Brian Gerson (NMPS – Teacher Rep)
	Y

	
	
	
	

	Non-Voting Attendees:

	Shakeel L
	Y

	Lonika L
	Y


Approximately 22 people were in attendance. A sign-in sheet was circulated. 
Meeting started at 6:30 pm. An agenda was given out to all that were present for the meeting. 
Member Introductions:

This was the second parent council meeting. Melanie made name tags for each of us to put on the table. We all went around the room and introduced ourselves.
Missing today from council was: Rebecca and Katerina

Vote In New Member:

We voted in a new member, Jennifer B., as she could not be there at the first meeting. 

Council Get Together:

It was suggested that we get together outside of parent council time on a personal level. It was suggested that we meet at Duff’s one night to socialize and get acquainted with each other. It would be a social event, not a parent council event. Was decided that we could do this in December.
INITIATIVES;
Monthly School Events:

Ms. McInnis and Ms. Waiser would like to start getting the community involved in events, raise the morale and have spirit days. They have suggested that each month we do an event where different people are responsible for an event.
The first event will be in November and it was decided on a Family Bingo Night.  Shelley and Silvia said they would like to chair the event with the help of Hilda and Zvi.

In December, a holiday concert will happen this year at night. Details to follow later.  Concert will be held on Thursday, December 15, 2016.
Other suggestions for events were: yoga night, Zumba night, and math night.

Kids Like Me Campaign:

As a council, we decided to run this campaign again as it was successful last year. This campaign is an initiative to teach children levels of responsibilities. Children are asked to bring in a toy for kids that are less fortunate than them. We donated to holiday heroes which is run by York Regional Police. Posters are put up in the school to help encourage the kids. The children get to help load all the toys on the bus. Avery is going to be responsible for this. He is going to call them and see when we can run the campaign. We usually start in November and load the bus in December in time for the holidays. It was suggested that maybe this year we could split up the toys and give to a few charities. Silvia mentioned Chai Lifeline as another option. She is going to send information to Melanie so that we can decide at the next meeting.
Food Drive:

We are going to run this campaign again this year but we are going to look into other options in terms of which company we will be helping. Last year we went with Humanity First. We took a group of 20 selected children from grades 1-8 to the facility where they got to stock the shelves with all our donations. The JK/SK children helped load the van with all the donations.

This year we could like to see what other organizations need our help. Zvi is going to look into other charities this year. 

It was suggested by Ms Grossman-Bly that maybe this year we can see if any grades could tie it into the curriculum. 

Pizza Volunteers:
There are not enough people volunteering to help out with pizza this year. It was decided that we would send out another email with specific criteria to see if we can get more parents, caregivers, or grandparents to help.  It was discussed that if we cannot get more volunteers, then we might have to cut back to one pizza day a week.

Positive Climate Committee:
NMPS is going to start to do character trait assemblies where parents would be allowed to come if their child was being recognized or in the performance on that day. Spirit days will be arranged by the staff once a month as we all felt it would benefit the children
There will also be assemblies and presentations where speakers are brought in for our children. For example, anti-bullying week.
Speaker Series:

Maria S. was asked what we did last year in terms of the Speaker Series.  She advised that we did not have enough support so nothing was ever done.  This year, it was decided that instead of finding a specific speaker, that we would do a math night for parents and children based on curriculum. 

Staff Appreciation:

It was suggested by Shelley that it would be nice if we could arrange for a lunch or tea, or snacks for the teachers to show them how much we appreciate all their hard work.  We agreed that January would be a great time for this.  Shelley, Maria S, Julia and Maria B agreed to run this initiative.
Treasurer’s Report:
	Balance September 21
	
	$14,379.47 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Additional Pizza Money
	
	$2,882.58 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	General spend
	
	($122.03)

	  
	
	

	
	
	

	Balance October 17
	
	$17,140.02 


PRINCIPAL’S SCHOOL REPORT
Funding Requests:

There have been a few requests for money:

A) Kindergarten:
Requested $100 per class for photocopying and $100.00 per class for supplies for baking and playdough.  Total request is for $1,000.00 for all five classes. 
B) Nerf Balls:

Ms. McInnis and Ms. Waiser requested $369.90 for Nerf balls in the yard. 

C) Sports Tent:

$800-$1000.00 was requested for a sport tent for our school sports teams which would also allow for the school to use it on the first day of school and at other events. Mr. Gerson suggested that if we were to get one, that a list of rules would need to be followed so it would not get ruined.

D) Forest of Reading:

A book series for the library, including two sets for the primary ages and one set for the junior and intermediate ages.  This costs $770.18 plus a $56.50 registration fee.
E) Tumble books: renewal is $270.75. 
**Note:  All other requested renewals from last year have already been paid (such as IXL, currents for kids and A to Z)

F) Cost sharing:

We all agreed to give the maximum amount of $5000.00 so that the board would give $7500.00 for us to use on technology for the school. It was decided that we would use all of the money now so that our children can benefit from the technology.

G) Grade 7:

They are having a Special Olympics wheelchair presentation as part of a unit of study.  Grades 5-8 will participate in this presentation. They have requested $570.00 for this.
H) Class Trips:

Request for $200.00 per class. There are 20 classes so the total is $4000.00. This money helps with the bus and having to pay for parent volunteers to get into the activity.
(I)  Google Goggles
Last year we were involved in a pilot project using virtual reality. We bought 13 goggles for $25.00 each. We also purchased a 360 camera. The last thing we need to purchase for these are either phones or ipods. Mr. Gerson is going to look into the cost and get back to us.  He believes that it will cost us $300.00 each for an ipod touch.
*all members agreed and approved the requests tonight

Other topics:
1) Grade 8’s:

The grade 8’s usually sell the food for the dances to help with their graduation. Council in collaboration with grade 8’s, would put on the February Valentine’s Dance-a-Thon.
2) Healthy snacks:
Ms. McInnis and Ms. Waiser are going to have a basket outside the office with healthy snacks. Any child can go to the office and take one when needed.
3) We raised $1211.00 for the Terry Fox Run this year.
4) There will be a yearbook this year and picture taking has already started.
5) Curriculum night was a success.
6) Safety week: already happened and the children had drills. Our children were well behaved and it ran smoothly.
7) Cross country team: 5 of our students made it to Regionals.  All runners ran well at Areas and Regionals. 

8) Fall dance: on Monday October 31. More information as to costumes and food being sold to come out this Friday in email.
9) Grade 8’s are going to Stephen Lewis on November 2 to help with the transition to high school for next year.
10)  Dec. 15 we are having a winter concert at night where the children will be performing.
11)  Spirit wear: a few of the teachers are working on ordering clothing with the school logo which parents can purchase for their children.

8:00 p.m. Adjourned
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